
Bible Readings for Sunday 17th January 2020  

– The Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Psalm 139: 1-18 

For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. 
1 You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and 

when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going 

out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 5 You hem me 

in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too 

wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you 

are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around 

me,”  even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the 

day, for darkness is as light to you. 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb.  14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well.  15 My frame was not hidden from 

you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the 

depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days 

ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts,[a] God! How vast is the sum of 

them! 18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand— 

    when I awake, I am still with you. 19 If only you, God, would slay the wicked! 

    Away from me, you who are bloodthirsty! 
20 They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name. 
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, LORD, and abhor those who are in 

rebellion against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my 

enemies.  
23 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 

thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting. 

 

Revelation 5: 1-10  -  The Scroll and the Lamb 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with 

writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty 

angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open 

the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open 

the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found 

who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders 

said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16257a


6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the 

throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had 

seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits[a] of God sent out into 

all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat 

on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 

were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s 

people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 

purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and 

nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

and they will reign[b] on the earth.” 

 

John 1:43-end  -  Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to 

him, “Follow me.” 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 

Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the 

Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an 

Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while 

you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king 

of Israel.” 
50 Jesus said, “You believe[h] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. 

You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell 

you,[i] you[j] will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending on’[k] the Son of Man.” 
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